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PO	Box	38-905	Wellington	Mail	Centre,	Lower	Hutt	

The	Lower	Hutt	Memorial	RSA	meets	on	Friday	from	4:30pm	to	6:30pm	
in	the	Members	Lounge	at	the	Petone	Workingmen’s	club	47	Udy	Street,	Petone	

	

	
All	photos	by	Elias	Rodriguez	of	Mark	Tantrum	Photography	Ltd.	

ANZAC	DAY,	25th	APRIL,		2021	

Preparation	
One	imagines	that	as	Anzac	Day	follows	the	same	format	each	year	that	its	organization	
is	straightforward.		Each	year,	however,	is	different	and	has	different	situations	
presenting	themselves	for	the	five	services	we	are	involved	with.	This	year	we	needed	to	
caution	other	RSA	organisers	in	the	Hutt	Valley	about	any	escalation	of	Covid-19	Alert	
Levels,	which	would	mean	not	having	parades	at	all.	
	
Each	year	sees	liaison	with	the	Hutt	City	Council,	Petone	Community	Board,	New	
Zealand	Defence	Force,	various	embassies,	local	New	Zealand	Cadet	Forces,	the	Petone	
Workingmen’s	Club,	the	Hutt	City	Brass	Band,	churches	and	florists.	In	other	words,	the	
major	participants	and	service	providers.	Approaches	to	these	contacts	start	a	month	or	
so	in	advance	of	the	big	day.	From	the	seemingly	tiniest	detail,	such	as	organizing	the	
rosemary	cuttings	from	the	Hutt	City	Council	for	the	poppy	and	rosemary	sprays	that	
have	to	be	constructed	by	our	members	for	placement	on	RSA	graves	at	the	Taita	



Cemetery	on	24th	April	—	to	requesting	Parade	Marshals,	Catafalque	Guards,	Flag	
Orderlies,	guest	speakers,	light	and	sound	services	and	drafting	the	‘run	sheets’	—	every	
detail	needs	planning	and	confirmation	for	five	different	services.	
	

			
	
6:00am	Dawn	Parade	and	Service	
Blessed	with	very	mild	weather,	this	year’s	Anzac	Day	began	with	our	5:45am	Dawn	
Parade.	The	parade	assembled	outside	the	Civic	Chambers	in	Laings	Road	under	the	
control	of	Petty	Officer	Nic	Shearer,	HMNZS	Olphert,	RNZNVR,	and	marched	to	the	
Cenotaph	at	the	Anzac	Memorial	Lawn	off	Queens	Drive.		

LHMRSA	member,	Keith	Garwood,	
welcomed	a	large	turnout	of	
citizens	and	provided	the	
introductions	throughout	the	
service.	President	Jim	Hogg	gave	
the	dedication	and	recited	the	Ode.	
The	address	was	by	Brigadier	Rob	
Krushka	MNZM,	Chief	of	Joint	
Defence	Services,	NZDF.	Hymns	
were	led	by	Lydia	McDonnell.	The	
Hutt	City	Brass	Band	supplied	the	
music.	Prayers	and	the	benediction	
were	by	the	Reverend	Peter	Benge	
of	St	James	Anglican	Church.	
Wreaths	were	laid	by	the	Minister	
for	Veterans,	Hon.	Meka	Whaitiri,	
Corporal	Adam	Lucas,	Australian	
Army,	for	the	Australian	High	
Commission	on	behalf	of	the	
people	of	Australia,	Major	Peter	
Fraser	and	Campbell	Sutherland	
for	the	5/7	Battalion,	RNZIR.	The	
LHMRSA’s	wreath	was	laid	by	
President	Jim	Hogg	and	Executive	
member	Martyn	Robey.		



The	Catafalque	Guard	and	Flag	Orderlies	were	from	TS	Tamatoa	Navy	Cadet	Unit,	City	of	
Lower	Hutt	Army	Cadet	Unit	and	No.2	(Hutt	City)	Squadron	Air	Training	Corps.		
After	the	Dawn	Service,	participants	and	LHMRSA	members	were	hosted	by	the	Petone	
Workingmen’s	Club	for	our	traditional	‘gunfire’	cooked	breakfast	in	the	Members’	
Lounge.	The	Club’s	chefs	had	been	on	duty	from	4:00am	and	LHMRSA	Vice	President	
Norm	Rosser	and	Ian	Robertson	gave	out	the	breakfast	vouchers	in	the	foyer,	which	
were	handed	over	when	one	reached	the	head	of	the	breakfast	queue	in	the	Lounge.	
Prior	to	that,	a	tot	of	rum	was	issued	to	members	by	the	Rum	Bosun,	LHMRSA	Executive	
Mike	Collett.	The	perfect	way,	one	could	say,	to	end	our	Dawn	Service,	enjoying	the	
camaraderie	of	fellow	members.	
	
	
7:00am	Petone	Railway	Station	Flagstaff	Ceremony	
The	Anzac	Day	Service	at	the	base	of	Petone	
Railway	Station’s	Memorial	Flagstaff	is	always	
distinguished	for	its	focus	on	railway	staff	involved	
in	World	War	One	service	and	its	historical	
significance	as	one	of	the	first	Anzac	Day	
observances.	The	service	is	the	only	one	in	the	
country	which	specifically	remembers	railwaymen,	
(NZR	at	the	time	being	the	largest	employer	in	New	
Zealand),	and	back	in	1916	it	is	believed	to	be	the	
first	observance	in	New	Zealand	attended	by	the	
Prime	Minister,	the	Deputy	Prime	Minister	and	
other	government	representatives.	It	is	
inextricably	linked	with	the	erection	at	the	Petone	
Station	of	a	commemorative	60ft	(17.5m)	flagstaff	
and	yard	to	mark	the	Gallipoli	landing,	made	from	
Kauri	and	Australian	hardwood	to	symbolize	“the	
unity	of	Australian	and	New	Zealand	railwaymen	in	
peace	and	war.”	
The	New	Zealand	Railways	Department	official	list	was	published	in	1920	with	the	
names	of	444	killed	or	dying	of	wounds.	All	told,	7,529	railwaymen	saw	military	service	
in	World	War	One,	almost	exactly	half	of	the	railway	workforce.	
	
Chairperson	of	the	Petone	Community	Board,	Pam	Hanna,	welcomed	a	substantial	
gathering	to	the	service	and	Deputy	Chairperson,	Mike	Fisher	provided	the	fascinating	
history	behind	it.	Addresses	were	made	by	Captain	Ian	Auld	of	5/7	Battalion,	RNZIR	and	
Helen	Rogers	of	Kiwirail.	LHMRSA	Trustee	Sam	Kahui	laid	our	wreath	and	recited	the	
Ode.	
	
	
8:30am	Garden	of	Remembrance	Service,	Bracken	Street,	Petone	
The	Garden	of	Remembrance	Service	is	supported	in	large	measure	by	the	local	Petone	
community	and	is	conducted	in	an	intimate	natural	setting.	
	
The	Parade,	which	forms	in	Bracken	Street	and	marches	to	the	Garden	of	
Remembrance’s	imposing	Memorial,	consists	mostly	of	local	organisations	such	as	New	
Zealand	Cadet	Force	Units,	St.	John	Ambulance,	Scouts,	Guides,	Cubs,	Brownies,	rugby	
and	football	clubs.	Leading	the	Parade	were	a	number	of	our	LHMRSA	members.	
	
LHMRSA	Executive	member	Major	David	Weston	RNZA	(Ret’d)	provided	the	Welcome	
and	introductions.	Prayers	were	offered	by	Envoy	Stewart	Irwin	from	the	Petone	
Salvation	Army.	Lower	Hutt	Mayor,	Campbell	Barry	gave	the	reading.	The	address	was	



given	by	Captain	Ian	Auld	of	5/7	Battalion,	RNZIR.	Craig	Stewart	of	the	Hutt	City	Brass	
Band	sounded	the	‘Last	Post’	and	the	‘Rouse.’	LHMRSA	President,	Jim	Hogg,	read	the	Ode	
and	laid	our	wreath.	The	wreath	list	was	announced	by	Cadet	Lance	Corporal	
Nukutaurua	Raihania,	City	of	Lower	Hutt	Cadet	Unit.		
			
9:45am	Lower	Hutt	Civic	Service	
The	Civic	Service	was	also	well	attended	and	held	under	a	clear	blue	sky.	The	Welcome	
and	introductions	were	provided	by	Major	Pete	Stitt	(Ret’d).	The	hymns	were	led	by	
Lydia	McDonnell	and	the	prayers	and	benediction	were	by	the	Reverend	Peter	Benge.	
Mayor	Campbell	Barry	gave	the	reading	and	the	address	was	given	by	Brigadier	Rob	
Krushka	MNZM,	NZ	Army.	“The	Spirit	of	ANZAC”	was	recited	by	Alex	Greenfield	and	
Auauna	Saolotaga	of	Naenae	College.	LHMRSA	President	Jim	Hogg	read	the	Requiem,	
recited	the	Ode	and	laid	our	wreath.	
	
11:30am	LHMRSA	Atrium	Service	at	the	PWMC	
The	Atrium	Service	was	well	attended,	and	once	again	our	thanks	go	to	the	Petone	
Workingmen’s	Club	and	staff	for	their	support	and	assistance,	ensuring	a	smooth-
running	event.	The	Atrium	also	had	a	suitable	display	of	a	Ferret	Scout	Car	and	on	the	
mezzanine	an	Antique	Arms	display.	The	Welcome	and	introductions	were	made	by	
Executive	Member,	Martyn	Robey.	The	guest	speaker,	Captain	Dennis	Davidson	RNZN	
(Ret’d),	gave	a	personal	address	of	his	own	experiences	of	ANZAC	Days	while	serving	
within	the	Royal	New	Zealand	Navy,	and	this	was	well	received	as	being	a	fresh	
approach.	The	Ode	was	recited	by	Executive	member	Major	David	Weston	RNZA	(Ret’d)	
and	the	wreaths	were	laid	on	behalf	of	the	LHMRSA	and	the	PWMC	by	President	Jim	
Hogg	and	Vice	President	Kerin	Herlihy	respectively.	The	flag	ceremonials	were	
performed	using	flag	pikes	and	holsters,	and	well	executed	by	the	Navy	and	Army	
Cadets	involved.	For	those	who	stayed	on,	the	gratis	roast	lunch	was	much	appreciated,	
as	was	the	afternoon’s	entertainment	provided	by	Runga.	
	
	

POPPY DAY 12TH APRIL, 2019: By Norm Rosser (Vice President) 
 
I wish to thank all those who assisted with the collections last month. This day could not have 
been possible without your support. Special thanks to the Navy, Army and Air Training Corps 
Cadets and those members who turned out in the very early hours in cool conditions at five 
railway stations to meet commuters. Special mention must also be made of the much needed 
support we received from the Hutt City Council which supplied us with rooms in Russell 
Keown House for our support team to work out of. And we must thank all the businesses in 
Petone and Lower Hutt which assisted by having collection boxes in their premises also. 
Special mention must be made of the generous donations we received from Brendon Foot 
Motors, Lower Hutt, BP - Railway Avenue, Lower Hutt, Hope Centre, Lower Hutt and 
Fergusson Intermediate School, Upper Hutt. The total amount collected is unknown at this 
stage but will be a big assistance for our aging and unwell members who require support 
every now and then. 
 
Also, a thank you to those members, and family members, who assisted with the making of 
the combination poppy and rosemary sprays on Saturday 24th April, and afterwards spending 
time placing these on the memorial wall plaques and graves in the RSA sections of the Taita 
Cemetery.  
 

They	shall	grow	not	old,	as	we	that	are	left	grow	old	
Age	shall	not	weary	them,	nor	the	years	condemn	
At	the	going	down	of	the	sun	and	in	the	morning	
We	will	remember	them	



LHMRSA	SUPPORT	SERVICES 
The	LHMRSA	offers	Support	Services	for	all	Returned	and	Service	personnel	(and	their	
spouse/partner,	or	dependants).	Assistance	can	be	tailored	to	individual	needs	via	
grants	or	assistance	with	expenses	for:	
• Doctors’	visits	and	prescriptions	
• Dental	
• Optical	
• Audio	impairment	
• Specialist	visits	
• Funeral	expenses	(conditions	apply)	
• Mental	Health		
As	well	as	home	and	hospital	visits,	assistance	with	a	variety	of	home	help	services	may	
also	be	available.	
If	you	require	assistance	from	the	LHMRSA	Support	Services	Team	for	any	contingencies	
other	agencies	cannot	assist	with,	phone	PWMC	Reception	on	0-4-568	5404,	and	ask	for	
an	appointment	with	the	LHMRSA	Support	Services	Team,	and	leave	your	contact	
details.	

	
WELFARE	OFFICER	

The	PWMC	have	allocated	funding	for	a	Welfare	Officer.	Dale	Ansell	of	the	MAF	
Committee	will	be	available	to	assist	all	Members	with	their	welfare	concerns.	Office	
space	has	been	established	for	Dale	in	the	LHMRSA	Office/Library,	which	is	situated	
downstairs,	off	the	Members	Lounge.	Appointments	can	be	made	to	see	Dale	for	
Tuesday	9am	to	1pm;	Wednesday	9am	to	4pm;	and	Thursday	9am	to	1pm,	at	Reception	
on	0-4-568	5404.	

	
ASSISTANCE	FOR	VETERANS	FROM	VETERANS’	AFFAIRS	NEW	ZEALAND	

Veterans	can	get	the	following	assistance	from	VANZ	to	help	with	quality	of	life	issues,	
including:	
• Lawns	and	gardens	
• House	cleaning	
• Gutters	cleaned	
• Windows	and	external	house	washing	
• Help	may	be	available	for	internal	windows	
• Home	modifications	to	assist	entry	and	exit	(e.g.	ramps)	
• Furniture	modifications	
• Attendant	care	(short	term	basis	only)	
• Adaptive	clothing	and	footwear	
• Personal	alarms	(in	case	of	falls,	etc.)	
• Assistance	with	applications	for	funding	of	mobility	scooters	
• Travel	allowances	(conditions	apply)	
• Assistance	with	medical	costs	and	hearing	loss	
The	above	is	available	to	all	who	served	prior	to	1	April,	1974	and	includes	all	
operational	deployments	and	routine	service	deployments.	This	also	covers	those	who	
served	after	1	April	1974	in	various	theatres	since	Vietnam.	
For	further	information	or	clarification,	contact	your	Veterans’	Affairs	Case	Manager	
directly	on	0800	483	8372,	or	e-mail	veterans@nzdf.mil.nz	
If	you	are	already	dealing	with	VANZ	and	are	having	to	wait	a	long	time	to	see	an			
appropriate	professional,	make	contact	with	the	LHMRSA	Support	Services	and	if	we	can	
help	speed	up	the	process	with	VANZ,	we	will.	



	
		
	
 
	
	
		

	


