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The Lower Hutt Memorial RSA meets on Friday from 4:30pm to 6:30pm
in the Members Lounge at the Petone Workingmen’s club 47 Udy Street, Petone

2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual general meeting of the LHMRSA will be held in the ANZAC Lounge on Sunday 19t
September, starting at 11:00 am.

Currently there are a number of vacancies that need to be filled on our Executive
Committee. We urge you to give serious thought to allowing your name to be proposed
as a candidate to help run your RSA. The work is not onerous, but is important to ensure
your RSA continues to function in supporting fellow members and arranging the few
observances that are expected of us, namely Poppy Day and ANZAC day.

The agenda will be as follows:

Apologies

Minutes of the 2020 AGM

Reports:
President
Support Darts Adjunct
Trustees Financial

Notices of Motion

Election of Executive Officers

General Business
Nominations for the Executive Committee close at 5:00pm on Friday 3rd September.
Nomination forms are available at Reception and the sealed box for completed forms is
also at Reception.
Notices of Motion need to be in a sealed envelope and posted in the sealed box at
Reception no later than 5:00pm on Friday 3rd September, 2021. Notice of Motion forms
are available at Reception.
Only financial members of the LHMRSA for 2021 are eligible to attend this meeting.

OLD TAITA SERVICEMEN’S CEMETERY CLEAN-UP... by Mike Collett

On Saturday 7t August cadets from the three Cadet units in the Hutt Valley “City of Lower Hutt
Cadet Unit; 2 Squadron ATC and TS Tamatoa, supported by the Lower Hutt RSA and Bunnings
Warehouse Petone undertook their bi-annual cleaning of the Headstones in the old Taita Service
cemetery.

As part of their Community service obligations the three cadet units have agreed to keep the
headstones at the cemetery free from lichen and moss. Community service is an integral part of
requirements for the Duke of Edinburgh award which has been encompassed within the cadet
Corps since the death of Prince Phillip. Individual units can also receive awards for Community
service and such awards are keenly sought after.



Bunnings Warehouse Petone provided the High Viz vests, scrubbers and buckets essential for
the cadets to keep the headstones looking pristine.

In addition to looking after the headstones the cadets located further service graves hidden
away in family plots, overgrown with moss and lichen. These will be dealt with over coming
months in order that they also will be pristine for ANZAC Day.
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Cleaning of the grave sites and headstones was initiated around a year ago by the Remembrance
Army and the cadets have undertaken to carry on this task as part of their community service
obligations.



With the help of the LHMRSA and Bunnings Petone, the cadets will be keeping the lichen at bay
twice a year and keeping these old headstones looking spick and span into the future.



THE MONTH OF JULY IN NEW ZEALAND MILITARY HISTORY... by Keith Garwood
Guarding the Fanning Island cable station

On the 30t of August 1939 - four days before New Zealand officially entered the Second
World War - a platoon of two officers and 30 other ranks of New Zealand infantry
embarked on HMS Leander at Auckland bound for the tiny and remote Fanning Island
where its task was to guard the British Cable Company’s Pacific Cable station. This was
no doubt because of a lesson learnt from the First World War when a shore party from
the German light cruiser Niirnberg cut the cable at Fanning Island and caused damage
to the station building and spare instruments.

The remoteness of the Fanning Island station as well the vulnerability of the cable terminal
there can be
appreciated by T T 7
reference to the map. e I=E
A simple cut to the
single cable was easy
work for the Germans
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repair ship from its Suva base can be read in the June 2010 newsletter of the Overseas
Telecommunications Veterans Association (Australia).

The New Zealand garrison on Fanning Island was bolstered in both manpower and equipment
during the more than two and half years before New Zealand handed the role over to United
States forces in May 1942 - notably by the addition of 45 Battery Royal Regiment of New
Zealand Artillery (RNZA) and a 6-inch naval gun in April 1941. Tours of duty for the New
Zealanders were supposed to be six months, but a rotation in November 1941 included the
uplifting of 38 men who had served more than a year. More about the New Zealand garrison at
Fanning can be found in Victoria University’s New Zealand Electronic Text Collection. 2

Incidentally, the loss of the Niagara on the 19t of June 19403 delayed the arrival of a relief
officer and two urgently required tradesmen as well as the loss of nine bags of mail and 25 tons
of supplies destined for Fanning.

Overseas Telecommunications Veterans Association (Australia) - June 2010 Newsletter (otva.com)
I: Fanning Island | NZETC (victoria.ac.nz)
See the military history piece in the June 2021 edition of ‘Connections’.
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WAACs in Wellington’s Eastern Suburbs

In August 1942 the Army took over
the former Municipal Motor Camp
in Miramar and adapted it to be
New Zealand’s principal Women's
Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC)
Camp. The picture* shows the
location of the camp in the bend at
the Northern-most reach of
Darlington Road and just across the
fence from Wellington Prison
property - now the Centennial
Reserve.

Miramar camp was the only all-
women'’s camp in New Zealand and
was designed to provide
accommodation for 600 WAACs;
400 of them basic trainees. In her excellent history of the WAACS, Iris Latham notes that the
camp population reached over 400 while recruit courses were running, so perhaps the camp
population never reached the planned 600.

Iris Latham also gives insights into the lighter side of camp life with her recollection that the
sunny spots among the scrub and bracken covered hills of the prison property provided
secluded spots for out of bounds picnics including illicit bottles of beer.

The other photograph® shows an Evening Post picture of a platoon of smartly turned
out WAACs - apparently taken at Miramar Camp judging by the appearance of the huts
and the nature of the terrain. A note on the back of the print dates it to the 21st of April
1944 and mentions a parade through the city, so it is easy to assume that the platoon
was rehearsing for its participation in ANZAC Day commemorations.
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Miramar WAAC Camp

Women's Army Auxiliary Corps camp in Miramar during the Second World War. Wellington City Libraries
Ref 50010-45.

5 Iris Latham, ‘The WAAC Story: The story of the New Zealand Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps’, Wright &
Carman Ltd., 1986.

Women's Army Auxiliary Corps. Evening post (Newspaper. 1865-2002) :Photographic negatives and
prints of the Evening Post newspaper. Ref: 1/2-123865-G. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New
Zealand. /records/23250776.



NEW SUPPORT SERVICES APPLICATION FORM

Reproduced below is the new Support Services Funding Application Form. This form and the
application itself has been streamlined to be more user-friendly for all concerned.

LHMRSA

Discretionary Funds Application
Only applies to Returned/Service personnel or Widow/Widower/Partner of a
Returned/Service person residing in the Lower Hutt Memorial RSA area (Proof of
service is required by non-members of the Lower Hutt Memorial RSA).

Being a Returned/Service person I wish to apply for a grant in respect of
Dental/Optometrist/Specialist/X-ray/Hearing aids/ Doctor/ expenditure by myself.

Amount of expenditure §................... Original receipts & details attached
Bank details Email

AdArESS. oo

Support Officer: Ph. 568 5404 & leave contact details.



LHMRSA SUPPORT SERVICES

The LHMRSA offers Support Services for all Returned and Service personnel (and their
spouse/partner, or dependants). Assistance can be tailored to individual needs via grants or
assistance with expenses for:

e Doctors’ visits and prescriptions
Dental

Optical

Audio impairment

Specialist visits

Funeral expenses (conditions apply)
e Mental Health

As well as home and hospital visits, assistance with a variety of home help services may also be
available. Step-by-step assistance with understanding and using Internet Banking is offered too.

If you require assistance from the LHMRSA Support Services Team for any contingencies other
agencies cannot assist with, phone PWMC Reception on 0-4-568 5404, and ask for an
appointment with the LHMRSA Support Services Team, and leave your contact details.

WELFARE OFFICER

The PWMC have allocated funding for a Welfare Officer. Dale Ansell of the MAF Committee will
be available to assist all Members with their welfare concerns. Office space has been established
for Dale in the LHMRSA Office/Library, which is situated downstairs, off the Members Lounge.
Appointments can be made to see Dale for Tuesday 9am to 1pm; Wednesday 9am to 4pm; and
Thursday 9am to 1pm, at Reception on 0-4-568 5404.

ASSISTANCE FOR VETERANS FROM VETERANS’ AFFAIRS NEW ZEALAND

Veterans can get the following assistance from VANZ to help with quality of life issues,
including:
e Lawns and gardens
e House cleaning
Gutters cleaned
Windows and external house washing
Help may be available for internal windows
Home modifications to assist entry and exit (e.g. ramps)
Furniture modifications
Attendant care (short term basis only)
Adaptive clothing and footwear
Personal alarms (in case of falls, etc.)
Assistance with applications for funding of mobility scooters
Travel allowances (conditions apply)
e Assistance with medical costs and hearing loss

The above is available to all who served prior to 1 April, 1974 and includes all operational
deployments and routine service deployments. This also covers those who served after 1 April
1974 in various theatres since Vietnam.

For further information or clarification, contact your Veterans’ Affairs Case Manager directly on
0800 483 8372, or e-mail veterans@nzdf.mil.nz

If you are already dealing with VANZ and are having to wait a long time to see an appropriate
professional, make contact with the LHMRSA Support Services and if we can help speed up the
process with VANZ, we will.



