
	
C-O-N-N-E-C-T-I-O-N-S	

Newsletter	of	the	Lower	Hutt	Memorial	RSA	—	March	/	April	2022	
E-mail:lhmrsa@gmail.com	—	Website:	www.lowerhuttrsa.co.nz	

PO	Box	38-905	Wellington	Mail	Centre,	Lower	Hutt	

The	Lower	Hutt	Memorial	RSA	meets	on	Friday	from	4:30pm	to	6:30pm	
in	the	Members	Lounge	at	the	Petone	Workingmen’s	club	47	Udy	Street,	Petone	

	
	
POPPY	DAY		2022	—	Norm	Rosser	(President)	
Good	day	to	our	Members,	
I	hope	you	are	all	keeping	well,	feeling	energetic	and	on	top	of	things.		Once	again	Covid	has	put	
the	cat	amongst	the	pigeons.		
We	have	had	to	cancel	our	usual	street	and	railway	station	collections	on	Poppy	Day	because	we	
would	not	like	to	put	any	of	our	members	at	any	risk.	We	are	all	getting	older	and	it	is	not	
reasonable	to	expose	you	to	the	possibility	of	catching	Covid	while	standing	collecting	from	
the	public.	The		Executive	Committee	has	decided	that	this	year	we	will	only	be	putting	out	our	
collection	boxes	in	shops	etc.	We	plan	to	have	these	out	by	11th	April.		
The	only	face-to-face	collections	this	year	will	be	on	Saturday	23rd	and	Sunday	24th	April		from		
9am	until	5pm	at	the	three	big	shops,	Mitre	10,	Bunnings	and	K	Mart.		
We	will	ask	for	collectors	for	these	two	days,	for	only	an	hour	at	a	time,	so	if	you	are	fully	
vaccinated	and	willing	and	able	to	help	with	this	could	you	please	ring	me;	
	569-2474	or	027-626	4764		or	email:	rosserhn@gmail.com	
	
	
MAJOR	CHANGE	FOR	ANZAC	DAY	2022	—	Martyn	Robey	(Executive)	
As	of	4	April,	the	Hutt	City	Council	have	cancelled	the	0945	ANZAC	Day	Service.	
The	LHMRSA	will	now	instead	proceed	with	a	0600	Dawn	Service	at	the	Lower	
Hutt	Cenotaph,	ANZAC	Memorial	Lawn,	Riddiford	Gardens.	

• Please	muster	at	the	Cenotaph	(NOT	outside	the	Council	Buildings	in	Laings	
Road)	no	later	than	0545.		

• The	parade	will	be	spaced	apart	in	Open	Order	formation.	
• Being	outdoors,	there	will	be	no	limits	to	the	number	who	can	attend.	
• A	limited	number	of	Library	carparks	may	be	available	for	frail	attendees.	

Please	contact	Keith	Garwood	on	589-1510,	or	on	his	Mobile	022	506	1945.		
Two	other	Services	we	usually	attend	remain	cancelled	and	the	LHMRSA	Executive	and	
Trustees	will	privately	be	laying	wreaths	at	those	Lower	Hutt	Memorial	sites:	the	ANZAC	
Memorial	Flagstaff	at	Petone	Railway	Station	and	the	Garden	of	Remembrance,	Bracken	Street,	
Petone.	

• There	will	also	be	a	brief	12:00	Service	in	the	Atrium	at	the	PWMC	where	wreaths	
will	be	laid.	At	12:30pm	Wayne	Heath	will	provide	entertainment	until	2:30pm.	
There	will	be	an	ANZAC	Day	roast	meal	available	from	the	Bistro:	Members	
$12.50;	Non-Members	$14.50.	Members	and	guests	are	also	welcome	to	order	
directly	from	the	standard	Bistro	Menu	as	well.	
	
	



	

	

MARCH	AND	APRIL	IN	NEW	ZEALAND	MILITARY	HISTORY…	by	Keith	Garwood	

The	New	Zealand	Cross	

New	Zealand	has	instituted	and	awarded	two	New	Zealand	Crosses;	the	first	of	them	for	acts	of	
bravery	while	engaged	on	warlike	operations,	the	second	for	bravery	not	in	the	face	of	the	
enemy.	
The	original	New	Zealand	Cross	was	instituted	by	the	then	Governor	of	New	Zealand,	Sir	George	
Bowen,	on	the	10th	of	March	1869	under	the	mistaken	impression	that	the	Victoria	Cross	(VC)	
could	not	be	awarded	to	colonial	troops	who	were	not	under	command	of	British	troops.		The	
crimson	colour	of	the	ribbon,	being	the	same	as	the	VC	ribbon,	was	presumably	not	coincidental.	
The	current	New	Zealand	Cross	(NZC)	was	instituted	by	Royal	Warrant	on	the	20th	of	September	
1999	as	part	of	the	replacement	of	British	bravery	awards with	New	Zealand’s	own	distinct	
system.		As	New	Zealand’s	replacement	for	the	George	Cross	(GC)	for	acts	of	bravery	not	in	the	

The New Zealand Cross (1999) The New Zealand Cross (1869) 



presence	of	the	enemy,	the	blue	colour	of	the	NZC	ribbon	is	probably	more	than	just	
coincidence,	although	a	brighter	shade	than	the	dark	blue	of	the	GC.		
Twenty	three	of	the	1869	New	Zealand	Crosses	were	awarded	for	acts	of	bravery	that	took	
place	in	the	seven-year	period	from	1863	to	1870.		Constable	Benjamin	Biddle	of	Number	1	
Division	of	the	Armed	Constabulary	was	the	last	survivor	of	the	23	recipients	when	he	died	in	
Whakatane	in	1933	aged	85	years.	

Just	four	awards	of	the	1999	NZC	have	been	made,	most	recently	to	Neem	Rashid	
(posthumously)	and	Abdul	Aziz	Wahabzadah	for	courage	and	bravery	displayed	during	the	
Christchurch	terror	attacks	of	the	15th	of	March	2019.	

In	This	Sign	Conquer1	

Two	notable	chaplain	appointments	were	made	in	April	1944.		On	the	2nd	of	the	month	the	
Right	Reverend	G.V.	Gerard	was	appointed	as	Senior	Chaplain	2	NZEF	in	the	Pacific	and	on	the	
last	day	of	April	the	Reverend	G.A.D	Spence	was	appointed	as	Senior	Chaplain	2	NZEF	in	Italy.		
The	Rt	Rev	Gerard	had	previously	been	Senior	Chaplain	2	NZEF	prior	to	his	capture	at	Sidi	
Rezegh,	Libya	in	November	19412.			
Both	men	had	distinguished	wartime	careers.		The	Rt	Rev	Gerard	was	awarded	the	Military	
Cross	while	serving	as	an	infantry	officer	with	the	East	Kent	Regiment	(the	Buffs)	in	World	War	
One	and	was	Mentioned	in	Despatches	during	World	War	Two.		He	was	the	only	bishop	to	serve	
as	a	chaplain	with	the	New	Zealand	forces	in	World	War	Two.		The	Rev	Spence	was	awarded	the	
Military	Cross	while	serving	as	a	World	War	Two	chaplain	for	an	accumulation	of,	“heroic	
deeds”	in	the	Western	Desert,	Greece	and	Crete.3		In	addition,	the	Rt	Rev	Gerard	was	awarded	
the	CBE	and	the	Rev	Spence	the	OBE;	both	for	the	totality	of	their	World	War	Two	service.	
The	accompanying	picture	is	of	Chaplain	G.V.	Gerard	conducting	a	service	for	troops	of	New	
Zealand	Divisional	Signals	near	Katerini,	Greece,	circa	March	1941.4	
	
Among	the	eight	military	
chaplains	who	died	as	a	result	
of	their	service	in	World	War	
One	is	Chaplain	James	
McMenamin,	who	prior	to	the	
War	was	the	Parish	Priest	at	
Sacred	Heart	Catholic	Church,	
Petone.		He	was	killed	in	
action	in	Belgium	on	the	8th	
of	June	1917	when	a	shell	
exploded	near	where	he	was	
conducting	the	final	
commendation	of	a	fallen	
soldier.		Chaplain	
McMenamin’s	remains	lie	in	the	Nieppe	Communal	Cemetery	in	France,	and	he	is	named	among	
the	World	War	1	dead	on	the	Petone	Cenotaph.	

A	maxim	thought	to	have	originated	during	World	War	Two	is	that	‘there	are	no	atheists	in	
foxholes’.		The	meaning	is	quite	clear	–	military	personnel	are	thought	to	be	more	likely	to	seek	
divine	guidance	or	intervention	when	faced	with	life-threatening	danger.		While	this	may	be	

                                                 
1  Motto of the Royal New Zealand Chaplains’ Department. 
2  The Rt Rev Gerard was repatriated on the 26th of April 1943. 
3  J. Bryant Haigh (1983), ‘Men of Faith and Courage – The official history of the Royal New Zealand 

Chaplains Department’, The Word Publishers Limited. 
4  Photo taken by D.M. Burns.  Ref: DA-10518. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. 



true,	it	does	not	detract	from	the	pastoral	care	that	military	chaplains	provide	in	peace	as	well	
as	war,	as	those	who	have	served	for	any	length	of	time	will	be	well	aware.	

Postscript	

The	October	2021	‘Connections’	included	a	story	about	
the	activities	of	the	German	raider	SMS	Seeadler	during	
an	eight-month	period	in	1917.		The	story	mentioned	
the	wrecking	of	the	Seeadler	on	a	coral	atoll	in	the	
Society	Islands	on	the	2nd	of	August	1917	after	it	had	
dragged	its	anchor.		Now,	more	than	100	years	later,	the	
remains	of	the	Seeadler	have	been	located	by	German	
divers,	strewn	across	the	Mopelia	atoll,	almost	500	
kilometres	west	of	Tahiti.		They	have	so	far	identified	
three	anchors	as	well	as	one	of	the	ship’s	two	10.5	cm	
Krupp	cannons	and	a	diesel	engine.5	
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
ARMY	BUREAUCRACY	
Lt.	Colonel	Robert	Maclaren	retired	from	the	British	Army	in	2001	after	a	long	fulfilling	
career.	On	the	day	that	he	retired	he	received	a	letter	from	the	Personnel	Department	of	
the	Ministry	of	Defence	setting	out	details	of	his	pension	and,	in	particular,	the	tax-free	
‘lump	sum’	award,	(based	upon	completed	years	of	service),	that	he	would	receive	in	
addition	to	his	monthly	pension.	
The	letter	read,		
“Dear	Lt.	Colonel	Maclaren,		
We	write	to	confirm	that	you	retired	from	the	Royal	Scots	Dragoon	Guards	on	1st	March	2001	at	
the	rank	of	Lt	Colonel,	having	been	commissioned	into	the	British	Army	at	Edinburgh	Castle	as	a	
2nd	Lieutenant	on	1st	February	1366.	Accordingly	your	lump	sum	payment,	based	on	years	served,	
has	been	calculated	as	£68,500.	You	will	receive	a	cheque	for	this	amount	in	due	course.	
Yours	sincerely,	
Army	Paymaster”	
	
Col	Maclaren	replied;	
“Dear	Paymaster,	
Thank	you	for	your	recent	letter	confirming	that	I	served	as	an	officer	in	the	Royal	Scots	Dragoon	
Guards	between	1st	February	1366	and	1st	March	2001	–	a	total	period	of	635	years	and	1	month.	I	
note	however	that	you	have	calculated	my	lump	sum	to	be	£68,	500,	which	seems	to	be	
considerably	less	than	it	should	be	bearing	in	mind	my	length	of	service	since	I	received	my	
commission	from	King	Edward	III.	
By	my	calculation,	allowing	for	interest	payments	and	currency	fluctuations,	my	lump	sum	should	
actually	be	£6,	427,	586,	619.	47p.	
I	look	forward	to	receiving	a	cheque	for	this	amount	in	due	course.	
Yours	sincerely,	
Robert	Maclaren	(Lt	Col	Retd)”	
                                                 
5  ‘The Times’ of the 17th of January 2022, and ‘The Dominion Post’ of the 19th of January 2022. 

One of Seeadler's anchors 



A	month	passed	by	and	then	in	early	April,	a	stout	manila	envelope	from	the	Ministry	of	
Defence	in	Edinburgh	dropped	through	Col	Maclaren’s	letter	box,	it	read:	
	
“Dear	Lt	Colonel	Maclaren,	
We	have	reviewed	the	circumstances	of	your	case	as	outlined	in	your	recent	letter	to	us	dated	8th	
March	inst.	We	do	indeed	confirm	that	you	were	commissioned	into	the	Royal	Scots	Dragoon	
Guards	by	King	Edward	III	at	Edinburgh	Castle	on	1st	February	1366,	and	that	you	served	
continuously	for	the	following	635	years	and	1	month.	We	have	re-calculated	your	pension	and	
have	pleasure	in	confirming	that	the	lump	sum	payment	due	to	you	is	indeed	£6,	427,	586,	619.	
47p.	
However,	
We	also	note	that	according	to	our	records	you	are	the	only	surviving	officer	who	had	command	
responsibility	during	the	following	campaigns	and	battles;	
The	Wars	of	the	Roses			1455	-1485	(Including	the	battles	of	Bosworth	Field,	Barnet	and	Towton)	
The	Civil	War	1642	-1651	(Including	the	battles	Edge	Hill,	Naseby	and	the	conquest	of	Ireland)	
The	Napoleonic	War	1803	–	1815	(including	the	battle	of	Waterloo	and	the	Peninsular	War)	
The	Crimean	War	(1853	–	1856)	(including	the	battle	of	Sevastopol	and	the	Charge	of	the	Light	
Brigade)	
The	Boer	War	(1899	-1902).	
We	would	therefore	wish	to	know	what	happened	to	the	following,	which	do	not	appear	to	have	
been	returned	to	Stores	by	you	on	completion	of	operations:	
9765	Cannon	
26,785	Swords	
12,889	Pikes	
127,345	Rifles	(with	bayonets)	
28,987	horses	(fully	kitted)	
Plus	three	complete	marching	bands	with	instruments	and	banners.	
We	have	calculated	the	total	cost	of	these	items	and	they	amount	to	£6,427,518.119.47p.			We	have	
therefore	subtracted	this	sum	from	your	lump	sum,	leaving	a	residual	amount	of	£68,500,	for	
which	you	will	receive	a	cheque	in	due	course.	
	
Yours	sincerely	.	.	.	.”	
	
	
PETROL	STATION	CHALKBOARD	WISDOM…	

• Stop	trying	to	make	everybody	happy….	You’re	not	tequila.	
• Don’t	do	something	permanently	stupid	because	you’re	temporarily	upset	
• It’s	better	to	walk	alone	than	with	a	crowd	going	in	the	wrong	direction	
• Be	who	you	needed	when	you	were	younger	
• If	you	have	to	choose	between	drinking	wine	every	day	or	being	skinny	which	would	

you	choose?	Red	or	white?	
• When	you	forgive	you	heal.	When	you	let	go	you	grow	
• If	you	have	a	gun	you	can	rob	a	bank	but	if	you	have	a	bank	you	can	rob	everyone	
• Forgiveness	does	not	change	the	past	but	it	does	enlarge	the	future	
• In	a	world	where	you	can	be	anything,	be	kind	
• When	you	make	a	commitment	you	build	hope.	When	you	keep	it	you	build	trust	
• May	your	choices	reflect	your	hopes	not	your	fears	
• The	best	time	to	plant	a	tree	was	20	years	ago.	The	second	best	time	is	now	
• Why	do	we	only	rest	in	peace?	Why	don’t	we	live	in	peace	too?	

	



LHMRSA	SUPPORT	SERVICES	
The	LHMRSA	offers	Support	Services	for	all	Returned	and	Service	personnel	(and	their	
spouse/partner,	or	dependants).	Assistance	can	be	tailored	to	individual	needs	via	grants	or	
assistance	with	expenses	for: 

• Doctors’	visits	and	prescriptions	
• Dental	
• Optical	
• Audio	impairment	
• Specialist	visits	
• Funeral	expenses	(conditions	apply)	
• Mental	Health		

As	well	as	home	and	hospital	visits,	assistance	with	a	variety	of	home	help	services	may	also	be	
available.	Step-by-step	assistance	with	understanding	and	using	Internet	Banking	is	offered	too.	
If	you	require	assistance	from	the	LHMRSA	Support	Services	Team	for	any	contingencies	other	
agencies	cannot	assist	with,	phone	PWMC	Reception	on	0-4-568	5404,	and	ask	for	an	
appointment	with	the	LHMRSA	Support	Services	Team,	and	leave	your	contact	details.	
	
WELFARE	OFFICER	
The	LHMRSA	and	the	PWMC	jointly	fund	a	Welfare	Officer.	Dale	Ansell	of	the	MAF	Committee	
will	be	available	to	assist	all	Members	with	their	welfare	concerns.	Office	space	has	been	
established	for	Dale	in	the	LHMRSA	Office/Library,	which	is	situated	downstairs,	off	the	
Members	Lounge.	Appointments	can	be	made	to	see	Dale	for	Tuesday	9am	to	1pm;	Wednesday	
9am	to	4pm;	and	Thursday	9am	to	1pm,	at	Reception	on	0-4-568	5404.	
	
	
ASSISTANCE	FOR	VETERANS	FROM	VETERANS’	AFFAIRS	NEW	ZEALAND	
Veterans	can	get	the	following	assistance	from	VANZ	to	help	with	quality	of	life	issues,	
including:	

• Lawns	and	gardens	
• House	cleaning	
• Gutters	cleaned	
• Windows	and	external	house	washing	
• Help	may	be	available	for	internal	windows	
• Home	modifications	to	assist	entry	and	exit	(e.g.	ramps)	
• Furniture	modifications	
• Attendant	care	(short	term	basis	only)	
• Adaptive	clothing	and	footwear	
• Personal	alarms	(in	case	of	falls,	etc.)	
• Assistance	with	applications	for	funding	of	mobility	scooters	
• Travel	allowances	(conditions	apply)	
• Assistance	with	medical	costs	and	hearing	loss	

The	above	is	available	to	all	who	served	prior	to	1	April,	1974	and	includes	all	operational	
deployments	and	routine	service	deployments.	This	also	covers	those	who	served	after	1	April	
1974	in	various	theatres	since	Vietnam.	
For	further	information	or	clarification,	contact	your	Veterans’	Affairs	Case	Manager	directly	on	
0800	483	8372,	or	e-mail	veterans@nzdf.mil.nz	
If	you	are	already	dealing	with	VANZ	and	are	having	to	wait	a	long	time	to	see	an	appropriate	
professional,	make	contact	with	the	LHMRSA	Support	Services	and	if	we	can	help	speed	up	the	
process	with	VANZ,	we	will.	



	
LHMRSA	SUPPORT	SERVICES	

Discretionary	Funds	Application	
	

Email:	lhmrsa@gmail.com	—	Website:	www.lowerhuttrsa.co.nz	
	
	

Assistance	may	be	available	for	Returned	or	Services	personnel,	or	their	qualifying	
families	or	dependents.	

(Please	provide	proof	of	Military	Service	if	not	a	financial	member	of	the	Lower	Hutt	Memorial	RSA)	
	
	
Name:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..	
	
Service	No:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
	
Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….	
	
Phone	No.:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….	
	
Email:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...	
	
I	wish	to	apply	for	LHMRSA	financial	assistance	towards	the	cost	of	approved	Support	
Services	benefits,	which	has	been	directly	incurred	by	myself.	
	
Total	expenditure	incurred	/	assistance	sought	$..................................................................................................	

(Please	attach	original	receipts	and	details	of	expenditure	incurred)	

	

Bank		Account	No.:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...	

	

Signature:…………………………………………………………………………….								Date:……………………………………		

	
If	you	need	to	contact	LHMRSA	Support	Services:	Phone	568-5404	and	leave	contact	details.	

	
	
Approved	for	Payment	by:…………………………………………………….							Date:……………………………………	
	
	
Payment	Actioned	by:………………………………………………………….								Date:…………………………………….	


