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The Lower Hutt Memorial RSA meets on Friday from 4:30pm to 6:30pm
in the Members Lounge at the Petone Workingmen’s club 47 Udy Street, Petone

MESSAGE FROM THE RSA’s NATIONAL PRESIDENT — BJ Clark
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Bob “Bukit” Hill (Photo credit - Rosa Woods/Stuff)

It is with extreme sadness that [ advise you all of the passing of Bob “Bukit” Hill, National
Vice President of the RSA, and President of the Masterton RSA.

Bukit has been an outstanding member of the RSA, first joining in 1972, he served on the
executive committee at the Masterton RSA for 18 years and has held the position of
National Vice President since 2011.

Bukit’s commitment to the welfare of veterans was considerable. In addition to his roles
within the RSA, he also served as a Trustee for the Vietnam Veterans’ and Families trust
for seven years.

His service to veterans was recognized by the award of the RSA’s Gold Star and Bar earlier
this month, and a certificate of achievement in the Senior New Zealander of the Year
awards in 2018.

Our thoughts are with Bukit’s wife Catherine and family.

Bukit’s funeral was at St Matthews Church in Masterton at 10.30am on Monday 2 May.



POPPY DAY and ANZAC DAY 2022 — Norm Rosser (President)

Well here we are in May with Easter passed and both Poppy Day and ANZAC day over. These
two are our main activities for the year.

For Poppy Day this year we only collected from the three big stores - Bunnings, Mitre 10 and K-
Mart on the Saturday and Sunday as we did not want to expose our older members who often
collect at supermarkets, Queensgate etc to the possibility of picking up the Covid virus. To those
of you who gave your time to stand at our collection points, a very big thank you. We are most
grateful. As so few people use cash nowadays this year we again hired eftpost machines so
donations could be banked directly into our bank account. This raised $2998 over the weekend,
so was well worthwhile. We have not yet learned the final total of all our collection boxes.

On ANZAC Day Monday after attending the Dawn Parade we came back to the Petone
Workingmen'’s Club for their “Gunfire Breakfast.” Again this year the club made a great effort to
feed and welcome us and our special thanks go out to the PWMC staff who got up early and
prepared for the influx of about 200 hungry people.

At noon we held our own PWMC / LHMRSA ANZAC Day Commemoration, a very simple service,
but enjoyed by all who attended. This year we had a poem written by a 13 year old Australian
boy read to us by PWMC President lan Craw’s two children; this is what we are trying to do to
encourage the youth into the RSA fold.

RSA Past President Jim Hogg laid a wreath at the Bracken Street memorial and RSA Trustee Sam
Kahui laid a wreath at the Petone Railway Station memorial.

Thank you all once again.

DAWN PARADE ANZAC DAY 2022 — Martyn Robey (Executive)
For a change, this year’s ANZAC Day Dawn Parade and Service is portrayed in photographs and
captions. As they say, a picture is worth a thousand words.

Above: Parade Marshal Jim Hogg confers with Campbell Sutherland
of the 7th Wellington-Hawke’s Bay Regimental Association and
MC Keith Garwood as the LHMRSA parade musters. (Radar Photography)

At right: MC Keith Garwood addresses the assembled gathering on the
ANZAC Lawn at the Cenotaph. (Tantrum Photography)



The Catafalque Guard and Flag Orderly duties were performed by the three Lower Hutt Cadet Force units:
TS Tamatoa, Navy Cadet Corps; City of Lower Hutt Cadet Unit; No.2 (Hutt City) Squadron, Air Training
Corps. (Radar Photography)

No doubt due to Covid-19, the LHMRSA Parade was down on numbers this year. (Radar Photography)



LHMRSA President, Norm Rosser read the ANZAC Dedication. (Tantrum Photography). Music was
played by Hutt City Brass and the hymns were led by Miss Lydia McDonnell. (Radar Photography)




Due to restrictions attending ANZAC Day Services throughout New Zealand on the New Zealand
Defence Force, arrangements were made to have the Chief of Defence Force, Air Marshal Kevin
Short deliver a pre-recorded ANZAC Day address that was projected onto a Lower Hutt War
Memorial Library wall. (Radar Photography)

Vice President Tony Mort lays a wreath on behalf of the LHMRSA. Others to lay floral tributes were:

Warrant Officer Hydrographic Survey Technician Bernie Reihana RNZNVR, HMNZS Olphert; Mr Campbell
Sutherland, 7" Wellington-Hawkes Bay Regimental Association; Mr Jasper Sherston of the British High
Commission; Ms Ginny Anderson Member of Parliament for Hutt South; Mr Chris Bishop List member of
Parliament; Mr Campbell Barry Mayor of Lower Hutt accompanied by Ms Laura Barry and Deputy Mayor
Tui Lewis; Detective Sergeant Steve Williamson and Constable Grant Newman, NZ Police; Anushka Ram and
Kwin Bell Taita College on behalf of Lower Hutt youth. (Both images above, Tantrum Photography)

At the conclusion of the wreath laying the Commemoration was observed by the Last Post, the recital of the
Ode read in Te Reo Maori by WOHST Bernie Reihana and LHMRSA President Norm Rosser, a Minute’s Silence
for Remembrance, and then the sounding of Reveille by Mr Craig Stewart of Hutt City Brass.



As the Last Post sounds, the parade comes to attention, the Catafalque Guard Presents Arms and the flags of
New Zealand and Australia are half-masted. After the Ode of Remembrance, the Minute’s Silence and
Reveille, the National Anthems of Australia and New Zealand were sung. (Radar Photography)

At the conclusion of the Service the Benediction was given by the Reverend Murray Wills of St James Lower
Hutt Anglican Church (Radar Photography) and the public began to lay their own floral tributes and meet
with friends. (Tantrum Photography)....

.... as dawn breaks at the Cenotaph. (Left: Radar Photography; Right: Tantrum Photography)



MAY / JUNE IN NEW ZEALAND MILITARY HISTORY... by Keith Garwood

Defending New Zealand’s Coastline

In the 1880s there was concern that the United Kingdom and thereby Britain’s Empire, might
become embroiled in war with Russia. In New Zealand historical writing this is referred to as
the period of the ‘Russian Scare’.

Part of New Zealand’s response to the perceived Russian threat was the purchase of four
Defender Class spar torpedo boats built for the New Zealand Government by Thornycroft and
Company at Chiswick, London. The first two Defenders arrived at Port Chalmers aboard the
sailing ship Lyttelton on the 9th of May 1894. They were the Defender, which was assigned to
Lyttelton, and the Taiaroa, which was assigned to Port Chalmers. The Waitemata and Poneke
followed three months later and were assigned to Auckland and Wellington respectively.

As the name suggests, a spar
torpedo boat delivered an
explosive charge fitted to the

end of a long pole or spar.
Deployment of the weapon
required the torpedo boat to

get close enough and at a slow
enough speed to attach the
explosive charge to the hull of

the target without causing
damage to the spar on impact.

[t is not surprising that the

New Zealand Navy Museum as. o .
considers that the Spar A Defender Class spar torp
torpedo boat was, “a doubtful

and less than successful defence system”. All four of the spar torpedo boats are thought to have
been left in abandoned states by 1910.

Another visible and enduring part of New Zealand'’s response to the Russian Scare was the
building of coastal artillery forts in many locations including Fort Ballance on the Miramar
Peninsula.

edo boat - possibly HMS Taiaroa

World War Two Invasion of New Zealand

Don’t be alarmed by the heading, these were friendly forces in the form of American doughboys
and leathernecks (soldiers and marines) who began to arrive in New Zealand in June 1942. For
the most part US Army units were based around Auckland, while US Marine units were based
around Wellington. The accompanying photo is thought to be of either the US Army’s 37t or

1 Spar Torpedo Boats — National Museum of the Royal New Zealand Navy (havymuseum.co.nz)




43rd Divisions, both of
which arrived in Auckland
in 1942. From then until
mid-1944 between 15,000
and 45,000 US servicemen
were in New Zealand at any
one time either preparing
to deploy to the war in the
Pacific or enjoying Rest and
Recreation following
service there.

The presence of the US
forces in New Zealand
became known by locals as
the US or American
invasion - an invasion that
was welcomed by some but
less so by others. Itis
probably fair to say that
New Zealand women were more likely to be welcoming and New Zealand men - including those
serving overseas - less so. “About 1500 New Zealand women married American servicemen in
these years. This was not universally welcomed, especially by Kiwi men, and there were a
number of fights and plenty of muttering about ‘bedroom commandos’.”2

The Americans built many camps and other infrastructure during their time in New Zealand and
rented many existing hotels and office blocks to be headquarters and stores depots. There were
no less than 19 US military hospitals in New Zealand during those years, including the 2000-bed
Navy Mobile Hospital No.6 at Avondale in West Auckland which was repurposed as Avondale
College in 1945. I'll leave the reader to imagine why [ have given Avondale College a special
mention.

From contemporary and historical writing, it is clear that the American military presence during
the Second World War had a large impact on New Zealand’s social fabric. There were low
points in the US presence such as the so-called ‘Battle of Manners Street’ which saw US and New
Zealand servicemen brawling in the streets when some Americans were said to have objected to
Maori soldiers using their Services Club. But lows were outweighed by the highs. The Stars and
Stripes and the 2rd Marine Division Corps Colours which hang still in Wellington’s Old St Pauls
Cathedral attest to the Cathedral being the Division’s spiritual home in Wellington and the long-
standing links engendered by that relationship. Likewise, the 1943 visit to New Zealand by the
US First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt, had as one of its purposes to thank New Zealanders for the
hospitality shown to American servicemen, much of it wholesome hospitality conducted in a
family environment in private homes.
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US troops march down Queen S.t, Auck/and

Overview - US Forces in New Zealand | NZHistory, New Zealand history online




LHMRSA SUPPORT SERVICES

The LHMRSA offers Support Services for all Returned and Service personnel (and their
spouse/partner, or dependants). Assistance can be tailored to individual needs via grants or
assistance with expenses for:

e Doctors’ visits and prescriptions

e Dental

e Optical

e Audio impairment

e Specialist visits

e Funeral expenses (conditions apply)
e Mental Health

As well as home and hospital visits, assistance with a variety of home help services may also be
available. Step-by-step assistance with understanding and using Internet Banking is offered too.
If you require assistance from the LHMRSA Support Services Team for any contingencies other
agencies cannot assist with, phone PWMC Reception on 0-4-568 5404, and ask for an
appointment with the LHMRSA Support Services Team, and leave your contact details.

WELFARE OFFICER

The LHMRSA and the PWMC jointly fund a Welfare Officer. Dale Ansell of the MAF Committee
will be available to assist all Members with their welfare concerns. Office space has been
established for Dale in the LHMRSA Office/Library, which is situated downstairs, off the
Members Lounge. Appointments can be made to see Dale for Tuesday 9am to 1pm; Wednesday
9am to 4pm; and Thursday 9am to 1pm, at Reception on 0-4-568 5404.

ASSISTANCE FOR VETERANS FROM VETERANS’ AFFAIRS NEW ZEALAND

Veterans can get the following assistance from VANZ to help with quality of life issues,
including:
e Lawns and gardens
House cleaning
Gutters cleaned
Windows and external house washing
Help may be available for internal windows
Home modifications to assist entry and exit (e.g. ramps)
Furniture modifications
Attendant care (short term basis only)
Adaptive clothing and footwear
Personal alarms (in case of falls, etc.)
Assistance with applications for funding of mobility scooters
Travel allowances (conditions apply)
Assistance with medical costs and hearing loss

The above is available to all who served prior to 1 April, 1974 and includes all operational
deployments and routine service deployments. This also covers those who served after 1 April
1974 in various theatres since Vietnam.

For further information or clarification, contact your Veterans’ Affairs Case Manager directly on
0800 483 8372, or e-mail veterans@nzdf.mil.nz

If you are already dealing with VANZ and are having to wait a long time to see an appropriate
professional, make contact with the LHMRSA Support Services and if we can help speed up the
process with VANZ, we will.



LHMRSA SUPPORT SERVICES

Discretionary Funds Application

Email: lhmrsa@gmail.com — Website: www.lowerhuttrsa.co.nz

Assistance may be available for Returned or Services personnel, or their qualifying
families or dependents.

(Please provide proof of Military Service if not a financial member of the Lower Hutt Memorial RSA)
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I wish to apply for LHMRSA financial assistance towards the cost of approved Support
Services benefits, which has been directly incurred by myself.

Total expenditure incurred / assiStance SOUGIE $.......oreermermrernmesssmeesnssssssss s sssssss s s sssssssssssssssssssess

(Please attach original receipts and details of expenditure incurred)
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SIGNATUIE: ...t e e e e e e Date: ..o

If you need to contact LHMRSA Support Services: Phone 568-5404 and leave contact details.

Approved for Payment by:.......ccccovniiiciei e Date: oot

Payment Actioned Dy:.......cooveiirien i e Date: oo



