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Newsletter of the Lower Hutt Memorial RSA 
August 2026
E-mail: lhmrsa@gmail.com — Website: www.lowerhuttrsa.co.nz

The Lower Hutt Memorial RSA meets on Friday from 4.30pm  to 6:30pm in the Atrium at the Petone Workingmen’s Club 
47 Udy Street, Petone

Surprise surprise the first issue of Connections for too long a time so my apologies for that. I have no excuses other than without ‘throwing anyone under the bus’ delegation does not always have the desired results and when it doesn’t I suppose the buck stops with whoever is at the top of the tree!

So a bit of a summary from last November follows:

Armistice Day

The year started off with our now Annual Armistice Day service in the Atrium with the address by WO1 (Retired) Bob Davies MBE a former Sergeant Major of the Army. Bob’s address was critical of what he sees as the imbalance in the Royal New Zealand Honours system in that fewer ex and current serving Military people are being recognised and receiving New Zealand Honours compared to the general public or sports people as a percentage of the awards granted. His feeling is that the level playing field has disappeared.

New Constitution

We had a real challenge in addressing the requirement s under the new Incorporated Societies 2022 with the development of a new Constitution. This was a significant exercise and move forward from the requirements of the old 1908 Act. We needed to Register our new Constitution by 5 April 2026 which just happened to be Easter Sunday! After a significant amount of work by a core group within the RSA charged with developing the document we were able to present one to a Special General Meeting of the RSA on Sunday 8 March at which it was passed enabling it to be forwarded for acceptance to the Registrar for Registration. Confirmed Registration was subsequently received prior to the cut-off date.

Poppy Day

This again was held on the week-end prior to ANZAC Day. Poppy week-end is the RSA’s major welfare fund raising event for the year. The funds raised are solely used for the support of serving or ex-service members and their families who require welfare assistance. Our collection this year was disappointingly down on last year however was perhaps a reflection on the economy and the lack of discretionary spending that those donating had over previous years. The RSA thanks all Cadet members (and parents) who got up early to stand on cold Railway Stations on Friday morning along with RSA and PWMC members who assisted with collecting at the many other points we had Friday through to Sunday. We also give special thanks to the Club’s administration team with the counting of all the coins collected this is hugely appreciated.


ANZAC Day

The biggest day on the RSA calendar with again this year the RSA assisting the Hutt City Council co-ordinating or running five ANZAC services. Once again the Cadet contribution was a significant one with the three services providing variously flag orderlies and Catafalque Guards at all services with the final one being in the Club Atrium. The Petone Club hosted a very successful breakfast in the Club on behalf of the RSA after the Dawn Parade our thanks for this. We had a true ANZAC flavour this year at both the Civic Service and the Club one with the involvement of an Australian contingent who from one of their number along with NZDF personnel gave an ANZAC address at both services. We hope this will continue next year as there is an Australian group exchange every year at this time.        

 RSA News

Just to remind everyone that the Petone Club subsidises home to Club and return transport if using public transport. This includes Taxis and Uber. Check with reception for full details. The subsidy is determined how far away from the club you live.  If not using a Club Taxi chit take your receipt to reception and the subsidy will be added to your membership card.

If you have a specialist appointment and you need to use public transport, this may be paid for by the Petone Club. Check with our Welfare Officer for more details.

Veterans who are no longer able to drive may be eligible for additional travel assistance from the LHMRSA for home to Club and return travel, Again check with our Welfare Officer to find out what assistance may be available.

Veterans seeking assistance with medical issues please speak to the Welfare Officer who will assist in the completion of a Financial Assistance Application before paying expenses so we can budget for expected welfare applications.

The RSA Welfare Officer  Dale Ansell can be located in the Petone Club Library Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1000 until 1400 0r by phone 04 5685404 Option 2

Lower Hutt Memorial RSA Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting will be held this year on Sunday 11 October starting at 1100hrs

Can any members who wish to submit a Notice of Motion for consideration at the AGM to please do so by close of business Friday 11 September to lhmrsa@gmail.com

I acknowledge this timeframe does not comply with the new Constitution I would however request leniency for this year whilst we get to grips with the requirements of our new Constitution

Have You Thought About Putting Your Name Forward For The Executive?

As with most voluntary organisations we are always on the lookout for new Executive Members. It’s time to start considering how you as an RSA member can contribute to the running of the LHMRSA and Welfare of our Veterans and their families. Don’t be backward in coming forward. Speak to myself my VP Sam Kahui or any of the current Executive if you have any questions.

To conclude I want to recognise Kiwi Troops who paid the supreme sacrifice in Afghanistan

During the 20 year NZDF deployment to Afghanistan we suffered the loss in total of 14 troops with as a month August being the worst and August 2012 being the worst of all with seven deaths
· 3rd August 2010 Lt Tim O'Donnell DSD killed when his patrol was attacked by Taliban.
· 19 August 2011 Cpl Doug Grant NZSAS killed whilst supporting Afghan Army at the British Consul compound
· 4 August 2012 L/cpl Pralli Durrer and L/Cpl Rory Malone NZGM killed during the battle of Baghak. 6 other soldiers were wounded in this engagement. (Rory was the Great,great Grandson of Col Malone killed at Gallipoli).
· 19 August 2012 Cpl Luke Tamatea, L/cpl Jacinda Baker and Pte Richard Harris. Killed when their vehicle was blown up by an Improvised Explosive Device. Jacinda was NZ's first female combat fatality since 1916 when 6 nurses were drowned when the ship they were on sank. 
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Campbell Sutherland
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